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Atlas of Cancer Mortality in England and Wales 1968 -1978 . M J Gardner et al. pp 15 £45 Chichester: John Wiley 1983 This beautifully produced book provides a clear picture of the variation of cancer mortality rates in different areas of England and Wales over the 11 years from 1968 to 1978. Its first section gives individual maps for 13 relatively common cancers, for all cancers combined and for all causes of death. England and Wales are divided into 1366 local authority areas, and colour shading is used to indicate areas of low and high mortality. The second section gives separate maps using only 47 areas, mostly counties, for 23 less frequently occurring cancers. The death rates used have been standardized for different population age structures in the areas mapped. Tables and graphs are also given of the number of deaths and death rates for each cancer in 10 age groups. Sections of text are used to assist in interpretation and to comment on the pattern seen in the maps. The warnings against misleading interpretation should be read carefully.
The high quality of every part of the book will, one hopes, be repeated when a second volume on causes of death other than cancer is produced. This atlas should be compulsory for anyone building or maintaining a medical library. It is an essential reference work for epidemiologists and oncologists. The use of graphic art to present complex numerical data is to be encouraged and this book is a step in the right direction. Jonathan Gathorne-Hardy has, like so many doctors themselves, a medical background, and has written much-acclaimed books about nannies, public schools and 'Love, Sex, Marriage and Divorce'. Now there is 'Doctors'. Based on an unashamedly self-selected group of recorded interviews lasting up to (in one case) five days, it casts a light on the world of medicine that is fresh, honest, marvellously clear and almost painfully true. From the perspective of two years retirement, I can see my patients, my colleagues and myself in every page of this book.
It does much more: it highlights the paradoxes of medicine todaymedical students chosen for their skill in science working out their lives in general practice where science gropes and totters; doctors trained to avoid emotion seeking to care for their patients as if caring could somehow be separate from feeling and contact; the partnership between hospital and community care so often concealing ignorance of and contempt for the partner's tasks and efforts.
All kinds of doctor could read this book and gain self-knowledge. I congratulate the author on such a serious study of the state of medicine and for having perceived so acutely the strengths and weaknesses in both people and systems. In the euphoria induced by the kindly spirit of the book, I even dare to hope that it will contribute to a future where students will be selected more rationally and will be treated by medical schools and hospitals with greater understanding of the nature of their future life. 'Complement' has a distinguished editorial board but their hope that it 'may serve as a platform for all those interested in complement research' is likely to remain long unfulfilled if the journal remains a quarterly of some 60 pages. There seems little to attract the bulk of papers on complement away from their traditional homes, so that 'Complement' will be just another journal which those in the field will have to keep an eye on. One hopes that the editors' use of such phrases as 'to the discovery of new biological significancies', will not set the standard of English usage for the journal.
Potential contributors should note that after the first six printed pages (including figures, tables and references) each page or part page is charged to the author at SFrl95/US$100. While this may be applauded by those fighting against verbosity (or for trees), it is noteworthy that only one of the five original articles in this issue 'came in under budget'; the remainder, none of which appeared excessive to me, would have cost US$200-500 each. To spend hard-won funds in this way would be an anathema to most British workers, particularly as no learned society is the beneficiary.
The journal is, however, well produced with clear print on good quality paper, and this issue contains the excellent stimulating article by Mayer, 'Complement: historical perspectives and some current issues'. If articles assessing and assimilating recent developments were to be a feature of each issue of 'Complement', it would become immensely valuable.
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